
"Why the U. S. Should Acquire
And Operate the Telegraph

and Telephone Systems
as Farts of the P. O.

The Ni'W Xalior.

Because it is the universally-re- c

ognized duty of governments to es-

tablish a postoffice, and no govern-

ment fulfills this duty which does
wot provide modern as well as ancient

: facilities for the transmission of in

t'dligence.
Because all great governments ex

eeptour own, in recognition of this

duty, have long since owned and op

grated the telegraph system as a part
--of,, the postoffice. Ninety-fiv- e per
--cent of the world's telegraphic mile-

age outside the United States and
Canada is state owned and operated.
In this respect America is a genera-

tion behind Europe.
Because the Westeri Union, which

monopolizes the American telegraph

flystern, has capitalized at $100,000,-4)0- 0

a plant worth at most $35,000,-OQ0,,an- d

to pay dividends,
charges rates which are never less

.than twice the highest rates charged
in countries enjoying government
service.

Because these extortionate charges
practically prohibit the use of thej
telegraph to all but the well-to-d- o

classes.
Because its exclusive control of

telegraphic transmission enables the

Western Union to hold the press in

a relation of dependence, arid to col-

or ,and suppress the news of the day

to serve the interests of its man-

agers. ''

' " Because the Western Union habit- -

fially gives precedence under special
contracts or by arbitrary orders to
various kinds of business, and to fa-

vored classes to the loss of the gen-

eral public, which is the last and
worst-serve- d customer of all.

.Because the Western Union ser-

vice is uncertain and dilatory in the
extreme, as compared with that of
foreign, countries, and because no

hearing or redress of, grievance can
be obtained from it except by costly
and tedious suits at law.

Because government management
would be the means of bringing 30,-4)0- 0

operators and employes, now at
the mercy of an arbitrary and, irre-

sponsible corporation, under the hu-

mane and stable conditions of the
classified civil service.

Government operation ol the tele-

phone is in all points as necessary as
government operation ot the tele-

graph. . The telephone has supplant-

ed and is destined to supplant the
telegraph to so great an extent that

.the public control of one without
the other vo.uhl be a barren victory
for the people, , Unless the telephone
shall be soon nationalized, it is like-

ly to bcornc a stronger arid more
oppressive monopoly than even the
Western Uni n. European govern-

ments have generally taken over the
t'.'IephoncMvithiu a fewyears, and the

British parliament has just voted to
do so.

In Great Biitian --and Ireland the
rates for telegrams under govern-

ment service is six pence (12 cents)
for any distance. In Germany it is

about the same, and in Austria less.

In France it is 10 cents for 10 words

within the country, and a cent a

word more from the French-Africa-

possessions, a ten-wor- d dispatch

from North Africa to Paris costing

20 cents. Compare this with the

Western Union rate, which is never

less than 25 cents for the shortest

distance and two, three, four and five

times that for longer distances. Nev -

ertheless, at the above rates in for

eign countries, the telegraphic ser

vice is a profitable branch of the

postoffice.
The effect of government service

cheap rates in popularizing the use

of the telegraph appears from the

fact that the ratio of messages sent

n Great Britian and Ireland to the

population, increased tenfold in 1870,

when the government bought the

lines, to 1891. In the United btates
during the same period, under West

ern Union management, the ratio of

messages to population increased but
fourfold.

The entire force of telegraph op-

erators in Great Britain as members
of the national civil service is pro-

tected by fixed rules of admission,
promotion and discharge which give

then a security no private employ?

meiit could guarantee. ' ; '

Under government ' management
all the machinery of the postoffiice is

at the service of the telegraphic de-

partment, and service
supplements and works in with it,
the result being a convenience, cer-- J

tainty, speed and responsibility of
service beyond Comparison with any-

thing known in America. 'n '

All the people are served equally;
and no precedence of business ) or
special privileges can be received by
any. '

Let iis catch up with thC rest of
the world 1

., ..
! ''

;

One of the good things which Dr.

Parkhuist said in . his lecture at
Springfield O. was that the people
should not rely-to- much on the Al
mighty for the accomplishment of
governmental reforms. As an aux-

iliary to those who are honestly try-

ing to do their duty God will do

everything; as a substitute lie' will
do nothing. We must cordially rec-

ommend this idea to those good
christians who are continually
ing that God will wipe out the liq-

uor traffic while" they are voting to
continue it.

It is time the christian" people
should understand that to call on

the Almighty to'do for us that which
He has commanded us to UoTor Him
is not faith, but laziricss, and God
does not bless laziness. New Era.

Keep in the middle of the road.

"We are standing on the threshold
We are in the opened door,

We are treading on a border land
We have never trod before.

Then gather all your vigor,
Press forward in the fight,

And let this be your motto,
For God and for the right."

It has been said that: "In those
days the lion and the lamb shall lie
down toirether." This time the
Iamb is inside the lion. John J.
Ingalls, in a recent speech at Roch-

ester, said he fully agreed with
G rover Cleveland that there was no

! place in this country for paternalism.

If John has been quoted right, he

now belongs ' in the Democratic
party, for Thomas Jefferson, the
founder of that party, said, "Those
least governed were governed best,"
which are the peaceful methods of
anarchy. The Republicans are more
inclined to a paternal nation with a

big"N," which is in the direction
of peaceful socialism. It is certain-

ly impossible for John J. Ingalte to
remain in the Republican party and

agree with Grover Cleveland, for

the latter is the best representative
of fossilized democracy now in any
country. If there is no room in

this country v
for paternalism, we

must abandon our postal system and

turn it over to a corporation. ; We
must have the government withdraw

its endorsement o. the national
banks. We must abolish our patent
office, our custom houses and all

other things that are maintained,

directed and fostered by the govern-

ment. The government should at
once .withdraw its protecting wing
irom Wall street and the railroad
corporations. In our opinion, all

forms of governrheut partake of pa
ternalism in a greater or less degree.
What the people are clamoring for
is a paternalism that, shall apply to
all classes alike. If Ingalls and
Cleveland do not now recogiiize the
paternal influence in government,
they should more closely apply them-

selves to the history of .our country.
Soon our civilization ., will demand
paternalism so complete that all pub-

lic enterprises will be conducted in

the interests of all the people, with
justice on the throne. The People's
Advocate, Buffalo, N. Y

M. J. Carpenter, of Magnetic
Springs, Ohjp, wishes, to learn of

the wnereapoins pi ryev. ijouis uar
penter. Any one who can give him
the desired .information will confer

'agreatfavor..it 't

YoV can make money getting
subscribers for the Agitator. We
pay cash for clubs. Write.

' Anderson county Alliance will
met on the-thir- Saturday in each
month hereafter; unless otherwise
ordered. ' ' J. J. Anderson, Sec'y. :.

Don't use Carnegie iron or steel,
in any shape. "

PERSONALLY

CONDUCTED

EXCURSIONS

CALIFORNIA.

Jack Frost stimulates travel.
Wlion io tniipliAa rmr oars viz n tliin-fe-

about getting warm.
California has the ideal winter elk

mate just far enough south to bei
sunshiny and frostleps, and yet with.
sufficient tonic in the air.

Santa Fe Route takes Jack. Frost's
hint, and has arranged a series of
personally-conducte- d weekly excur-
sions to California. Pullman Tour-
ist Sleepers, furnished with bedding,
toilet articles, etc., and leave Chica-
go and St. Louis every Saturday
evening, and leave Kansas'City'ev-er- y

Sunday morning, via A., T. &.

S. F. and A. & P. line, for L08 An-.-.-i.- .-

.j c? n : xv. j.

express trains.
Special agents and porters in at-

tendance. Second-clas- s tickets hon-

ored.. A small charge for use of tour-
ist sleeper. Everything neat, clean .

and comfortable'.1 " '' - iit
Inquire of 'nearest trbket agent, .

or write to G. T. Nicholabto,' G. P. &
T.A.r-SantaF- Rbute;Xpeka; Kas.,
for a copy .'of folder describing' these
excursions. ? ''1

the

SUNDAY SUN.
$2.00 a Year.

Containing more .readirlg matter

than any magazine published in

America.

Address
THE SUN, "

u
24m3

'
New York.

IT PLEASES : i .. ,

THE PEOPLE !

'. .

Because it is always with the peo-

ple. This refers to

THE AD V O C AT E

AND

Topeks Tribune,
which is now preparing to give its

readers a better family paper than
ever before.

This winter it will

Keep the Public Posted .

on the important proceedings of- - the
state arid national -

LEGISLAT UiTESVv:

and will contain such , other reading
matter as is necessary tD make up
a good :.

'

People's Party, J ,

.;' : : : s Family Paper.
All this for $1.00 a year; or, to

gether with the. Agitator for, $1.50.

Advocate Publishing Co;,
Topeka, Kansas.


